SALTMAN ART
ASSOCIATES FORMS NEW
DIVISION, GESSOART

VAN NUYS, CA—Lisa
Saltman, founder of Saltman
Art Associates, an art
consultancy in business
more than 25 years, has
established a new division,
Gessoart, representing
limited editions by seven
emerging and mid-career
artists.

Ms. Saltman explains that
the Gessoart collection has
been created to fulfill the
demand for sophisticated
fine art prints at affordable
prices. The digital prints on
paper in editions of 99 retail
for $350 to $1,100. Sizes
range from 11 by 11 to 38 by
30 inches and more. Artists
represented are Maria
Jovanovic, Jennifer Bain,
Garrison Lane, Lee Patlak,
Kazaan Viveiros, Curtis
Wright, and Ann Thorny-
croft whose “Botanical 23" is
shown, 20 by 27 inches.

Saltman Art Associates
clients include hotels,
resorts, casinos, corporate
headquarters, and private
residences in the U.S. and
abroad, including The Venet-
ian, Caesars Palace, and the
Mandalay Bay. For more
information, call (818) 989-
3320, www.saltmanart.com.

S5 MILLION PRINT FRAL

An international investigation
of the production and sale of
counterfeit limited edition
fine art prints of renowned
artists, has resulted in feder-
al criminal charges against
seven defendants, including
three Europeans and resi-
dents of Florida, New York,
and lllinois; U.S. and Spanish
law enforcement officials an-
nounced on March 19.

Two separate indictments
allege that the defendants
sold thousands of counterfeit
prints—at prices well in ex-
cess of their value—to vic-
tims in the U.S, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Europe, and Japan. The
indictments allege that the de-
fendants together reaped
more than $5 million in illegal
proceeds from the separate,
but overlapping fraud
schemes. In both cases, in-
vestigators tracked the distri-
bution of bogus works, pur-
portedly by such artists as
Pablo Picasso, Marc Chagall,
Roy Lichtenstein, Joan Miro,
Andy Warhol, and others,
from counterfeit distributors
to an art dealer in north sub-
urban Northbrook, IL, who al-
legedly sold the inauthentic
prints to victims, primarily
through eBay.

The Northbrook dealer,
Michael Zabrin, principal in
Fineartmasters and Zfineart-
masters, was charged in cne
indictment, together with the
three European alleged coun-
terfeit artwork distributors
and a Florida art dealer. A
second Northbrook man,
James Kennedy, principal in
KFA of lllinois Inc., was
charged in the second indict-
ment together with an alleged
distributor of counterfeit art-
work based in New York.

"Con artiete cshould not he

Thomas P. Brady, Inspector-in-
Charge of the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service in Chicago,
and Robert D. Grant, Special
Agent-in-Charge of the Chica-
go Office of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. They
were joined by Comissari An-
toni Permanyer, the investiga-
tion commander-in-chief of
Mossos d'Esquadra (the
Catalan police), headquar-
tered in Barcelona. The U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents
and the Northbrook Police
Department also assisted in
the investigation, which is
continuing.

Charged in a 10-count in-
dictment (the European
indictment) were: Oswal-
do Aulestia-Bach, 62, of
Barcelona; Elio Bonfiglioli,
53, of Monsummano, ltaly;
Patrizia Soliani, 56, of Milan,
Italy, and Miami Beach, FL,
all three of whom allegedly
distributed counterfeit art-
work; Jerome Bengis, 61, of
Coral Springs, FL, principal
in Bengis Fine Art gallery:
and Michael Zabrin, 55, of
Northbrook. Aulestia-Bach
and Bonfiglioli were each
charged with 10 counts of
fraud and the U. S. intends
to seek their extradition. So-
liani, who was released on
bond after she was arrested
and charged in a criminal
complaint last summer, was
charged with four counts of
fraud, while Bengis was
charged with two counts of
fraud and Zabrin is facing six
fraud counts. Soliani, Bengis
and Zabrin will be arraigned
at a later date in U.S. District
Court in Chicago. The indict-
ment also seeks forfeiture of
S4 million in addition to more
than $125,000 that was
seized from bank accounts
in San Francisco belonaina
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